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Dear Bruce

May I offer my sincerest apologies for being unable to attend the meeting with
you and your colleagues of the West Coast Marine Protection Forum. | was
unfortunately detained in a prior meeting.

| was disappointed to miss the opportunity to discuss the proposals with you,
and to review the work being undertaken on the West Coast of the South
Island with regards to the establishment of marine protected areas.

My officials have briefed me on your presentation. It is evident that there has
been a lot of work put into the proposals. | note the 9 areas, including marine
reserves, being put forward and look forward to see the outcomes of the
public consultation.

| understand that part of your presentation related to 11 Métaitai applications
that had been put in by local Runanga of Ngai Tahu and the effects these
would have on the areas you had chosen. You proposed the combining of
these two processes to come up with a coordinated proposal to the Ministers’
of Conservation and Fisheries.

Mataitai reserve applications and marine protection areas undergo different
statutory processes and timelines when it comes to their creation and
approval. As Minister of Fisheries, my department and | have clear statutory
guidelines outlining our obligations in processing Métaitai applications.

I can only encourage you to continue discussing the issues with local Runaga
there may be a away of achieving multiple goals with one fisheries tool.

I acknowledge your concerns over the effect these applications may have on
your proposal, however | have a commitment to fulfil my statutory obligations
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