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The West Coast Marine Protection Forum

The West Coast Marine Protection Forum was
formed in 2005 to implement the New Zealand
MPA Policy on the West Coast of the South
Island. The forum is now seeking public input
to ensure that the package of sites that it
is proposing for marine protection adequately
achieves the objectives of the policy.

The West Coast Marine Protection Forum

e s made up of people representing the range
of marine users and interest groups, all with
strong links to the region

e is endorsed by the Ministers of Fisheries
and Conservation

e has used a systematic and thorough
approach to identify the most suitable areas
for protection along 600 kilometres of coast
and nearshore waters, from Kahurangi Point
(north of Karamea) to Awarua Point (south
of Haast).

= |
—

The proposed package for protection

e covers fifteen habitat types identified using a
nearshore habitat classification system

e includes nine sites, representing 963km? (or
8.8 percent) of the area that the forum
considered

e has four primary sites: Kahurangi, Punakaiki,
Okarito and Gorge

¢ has five educational showcase sites: Tauranga
Bay, Mahinapua Creek/TUwharewhare, Ship
Creek, Hapuka Estuary and Jackson Head.

Policy and Guidelines

Protecting the marine environment helps to
safeguard the long-term viability of habitats
and ecosystems. The MPA Policy and
Implementation Guidelines were developed to
guide New Zealand’s marine protection efforts.
They are a direct response to New Zealand’s
commitment to halting the decline in global
biodiversity. The policy and guidelines

e require one example of each identified
marine habitat type to be fully protected as
a marine reserve

e recommend protection of at least one other
example of each habitat type

e are underpinned by a commitment to
minimising the adverse impacts of protection
on existing users of the marine environment
and on Treaty settlement obligations

e provide a series of network design and
planning principles to guide regional forums.
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Marine protection tools

The two main tools recommended for use on
the West Coast are:

Marine reserves

Established under the Marine Reserves Act
1971, these give the highest possible level of
protection for the purpose of preserving marine
life in its natural state for scientific study.

Fisheries Act protected areas

The predominant Fisheries Act tools use
regulations that prohibit fishing methods that
impact the seabed (bottom trawling, Danish
seining and dredging). Line fishing, trolling,
whitebaiting and other non-bottom-impacting
methods will not be affected in these areas.

The primary site at Kahurangi is proposed as a
marine reserve. The other three primary sites
(Punakaiki, Okarito and Gorge) are proposed as
a combination of marine reserves and Fisheries
Act protected areas.

The educational showcase sites at Tauranga Bay,
Ship Creek and Jackson Head are proposed as
marine reserves. For the other two educational
showcase sites (Mahinapua Creek/Tuwharewhare
and Hapuka Estuary), the forum proposes
transferring the land from unallocated Crown
land to public conservation land administered
by the Department of Conservation.



